
Gospel Truths in Animated 

Movies

@prayer_root

Ever notice how the stories that touch us on 

screen often echo a much deeper truth?

7 Animated Movies     . 7 Spiritual Lessons

Animated films aren’t just 

for entertainment—their 

themes of unconditional 

love, rescue, and grace 

mirror the heart of Jesus.

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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7-Day Series Underlying Formula

A familiar story

↓

A deeper thought

↓

What Scripture says

↓

What this means for me

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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7-Day Journey

Day 1: Finding Nemo – A Picture of a God Who Finds Us

Day 2: Kung Fu Panda – Adopted into Love

Day 3: Despicable Me 4 – A Love That Points Us to the Cross

Day 4: Beauty and the Beast – A Picture of Love That 

Transforms

Day 5: Encanto – Freedom from Performance

Day 6: Tangled – Stepping Into the Light

Day 7: Moana – Called for Something Bigger

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 1: Finding Nemo – A Picture of a God Who 

Finds Us

What Finding Nemo teaches us about 

God’s heart? 

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 1: Finding Nemo – A Picture of a God Who 

Finds Us

Marlin crossed oceans, faced sharks, and 

braved the deep—not because Nemo was 

doing everything right, but because Nemo 

was his.

Marlin’s relentless search gives us a small 

picture of the heart Jesus describes in Luke 

15—the Shepherd who goes after the one 

who is lost. Jesus doesn’t wait for us to 

clean ourselves up before coming near. He 

meets us in our lostness and calls us home.

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 1: Finding Nemo – A Picture of a God Who 

Finds Us

Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 

loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-

nine in the open country and go after the lost 

sheep until he finds it?— Luke 15:4

You are not hidden from God. No matter how 

far away you feel, His pursuit of you is 

personal, relentless, and filled with grace.

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 2: Kung Fu Panda – Adopted into Love

What can Mr. Ping’s love for Po remind us 

about the Father’s heart?

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Mr. Ping wasn't Po's biological father, yet he 

loved, fed, and claimed Po unconditionally. 

When Po’s past surfaced, Mr. Ping's love 

stayed steady.

Po’s story gives us a glimpse of what 

unconditional belonging can feel like. 

Scripture takes that truth much deeper: 

through Jesus, God adopts us into His 

family.

Day 2: Kung Fu Panda – Adopted into Love

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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You received the Spirit of adoption by whom 

we cry, 'Abba, Father!’

— Romans 8:15

Whatever your experience of earthly 

family has been, Scripture gives you this 

assurance: in Christ, you are welcomed 

into the family of God.

Day 2: Kung Fu Panda – Adopted into Love

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 3: Despicable Me 4 – A Love That Points 

Us to the Cross

A story of sacrificial love and a glimpse of 

something greater in Despicable Me 4.

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Gru’s willingness to endure pain rather than 

abandon his son gives us a small glimpse of 

sacrificial love. But the Gospel takes sacrificial 

love infinitely further.

While we were still trapped in rebellion and 

sin, Jesus laid down His life on the cross to 

save us. He absorbed the cost of our 

mistakes to give us grace.

Day 3: Despicable Me 4 – A Love That Points 

Us to the Cross

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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But God demonstrates His own love toward 

us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us.

— Romans 5:8

You don't have to earn your way back to 

God. His love endured the cross to bring 

you home.

Day 3: Despicable Me 4 – A Love That Points 

Us to the Cross

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 4: Beauty and the Beast – A Picture of 

Love That Transforms

What can Beauty and the Beast remind us 

about God’s redeeming grace?

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Belle didn't love the Beast after he became 

handsome and gentle. She entered his broken 

world and loved him while he was still 

monstrous.

The story of Beauty and the Beast gives us 

a picture of love reaching someone in the 

middle of his brokenness rather than 

waiting for everything to be beautiful first. 

That can remind us of a much greater truth: 

God’s love meets us in our brokenness—

but His grace doesn’t leave us there.

Day 4: Beauty and the Beast – A Picture of 

Love That Transforms

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 

new creation. The old has passed away; 

behold, the new has come.

 — 2 Corinthians 5:17

Grace doesn't leave you where it found 

you. It changes your heart completely.

Day 4: Beauty and the Beast – A Picture of 

Love That Transforms

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 5: Encanto – Freedom from Performance

Tired of carrying it all? What Encanto teaches 

about resting in God

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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In Encanto, Luisa crushed herself under 

heavy pressure, while Isabela felt forced to 

be perfect. Both were exhausted from 

earning their worth.

Encanto gives us a powerful picture of 

what happens when our identity becomes 

tied to what we can carry, achieve, or 

produce. Jesus offers us a different way: 

our worth is received as a gift, not earned 

through performance.

Day 5: Encanto – Freedom from Performance

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy 

laden, and I will give you rest.

— Matthew 11:28

You are loved for who you are in Christ, 

not for what you produce. Take a 

breath and rest today.

Day 5: Encanto – Freedom from Performance

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 6: Tangled – Stepping Into the Light

Leaving the tower: What Tangled teaches us 

about freedom.

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Rapunzel spent years hidden in a tower, 

believing lies that the outside world was too 

dangerous. But stepping into the light revealed 

who she really was—a royal princess.

Rapunzel’s story gives us a picture of what 

it can look like to live under fear and 

deception. Scripture tells us that Jesus 

calls us out of darkness and into His 

marvelous light—and into the freedom of 

knowing who we are in Him.

Day 6: Tangled – Stepping Into the Light

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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He called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light.

— 1 Peter 2:9

Step out of the tower of fear. The light of 

Christ is where you truly belong.

Day 6: Tangled – Stepping Into the Light

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Day 7: Moana – Called for Something Bigger

Moana — When We’re Called Beyond Our 

Comfort Zone

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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Moana was safe behind the reef, but her 

island needed her to sail into the unknown 

to restore life. She had to trust the call on 

her heart.

Moana’s journey gives us a picture of 

what it can look like to step beyond 

safety when something greater calls us 

forward. For followers of Jesus, our 

ultimate calling isn’t simply to follow our 

feelings—it is to follow Christ and walk in 

the good works He has prepared for us.

Day 7: Moana – Called for Something Bigger

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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For we are His workmanship, created in Christ 

Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand that we should walk in them.

— Ephesians 2:10

Don’t let comfort keep you from 

obedience. Ask God where He is calling 

you to trust Him—and take the next step 

in faith.

Day 7: Moana – Called for Something Bigger

Disclaimer: The movie gives us the 

picture. Scripture gives us the truth.
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